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defeated at last, and more completely than the boldest had ever
dared to hope/1

In Vienna also Ludwig found very beautiful women, and was
not indifferent to them. He had plenty of time, for his father
and Wrede would not allow him to interfere in political affairs.
Suspiciously the King watched Ludwig's friendships, lest any of
them should bring confusion to his political plans. Thus the
Monarch and other Bavarian representatives were far from pleased
at the friendship between Friedrich Wilhelm III and the Crown
Prince. But Ludwig was delighted: 'The King of Prussia is
great friends with me; he is so jolly that he amuses me/2

The political struggles around the Congress table found their
complement in the Vienna Salons in the rivalries of the various
Royalties. Old animosities were renewed and increased the tension,
as, for instance, that between Ludwig and his former brother-in-
law, the Crown Prince of Wurttemberg, who was now paying
serious court to Katharina. One day, at the house of Princess
Thurn and Taxis, the favourite game of Blindman's Buff was in
progress. Ludwig, as usual, susceptible to beautiful women,
happened to catch the charming Countess Julie Zichy, whose
Madonna-like face even evoked raptures from the King of Prussia.
'Obviously someone was not blind enough,' sneered the Crown
Prince of Wurttemberg. Ludwig turned round furiously: 'You
make a point of saying disagreeable things to me. I trust you
will take that back immediately/3 Both Crown Princes left the
room at once, and a duel might have ensued but for the interven-
tion of Prince Wrede. After that episode these two avoided each
other. As a result, however, the Grand Duchess Katharina
developed a strong antipathy to her former suitor, and whenever
possible made fun of him.4 Amongst the ladies of the British
Legation she found others ready to imitate her, for Ludwig's
English and his stammer together were often very funny, par-
ticularly when the Prince was endeavouring to pay court to young
and pretty women.5 Apart from this, however, the Bavarian
Crown Prince was very well liked.
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